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Foreword

orests are important to Oregonians. Water is important to Oregonians. Thus, the relationship
between forest management and drinking source water is doubly important to Oregonians.
Forestland covers about 47% of Oregon, and it’s the most expansive land use in the state.
Oregon’s forest sector contributes more than 61,500 direct jobs with nearly $3.5 billion in wages in
2019. Oregon leads the nation in the production of softwood lumber and plywood, and has for decades.
Forests produce much more than important economic benefits such as timber, forest products and
jobs. Forests also provide wildlife habitat, recreation, carbon storage and clean water. In fact, most of
Oregon’s drinking water is sourced from our forests. But logging, forest road building, using herbicides
and other activities related to growing and harvesting timber can impact the quality and quantity
of water sourced from forested watersheds. Surveys of Oregonians have consistently shown that
protecting drinking water sources during forest management is one of their key concerns relating to
forestry.
In 1991, the Oregon Legislature created the Oregon Forest Resources Institute (OFRI) to support
Oregon’s forest sector by advancing public understanding of forests, forest management and forest
products, and encouraging sustainable forestry through landowner education. OFRI achieves its mission
through education programs for the general public, K-12 teachers and students, and forest landowners.
In 2017, the OFRI board of directors asked staff to develop a public education program on the
relationship between forest management and drinking water. As staff reviewed available scientific
summaries to inform this effort, they discovered the latest comprehensive scientific review was an
OFRI-commissioned report produced in 2001 by Paul Adams and Mark Taratoot of the Oregon State
University College of Forestry titled Municipal Water Supplies from Forest Watersheds in Oregon: Fact Book
and Catalog.
Much research had been conducted and published since 2001, so the OFRI Board approved the
commissioning of an update. OFRI staff approached Anthony Davis, then interim dean of the Oregon
State University College of Forestry, who called on Jon Souder, forest watersheds Extension specialist.
Davis and Souder recruited the Trees to Tap science team.
More than two years of dedicated work by the science team, who were assisted by a steering committee
representing a diverse set of stakeholders, led to the development of this report.
In addition to this comprehensive and technical science review report published by the Oregon State
University Extension Service, OFRI published a much shorter special report called Keeping Drinking
Water Safe that gives a general overview of how forest management affects drinking water and
highlights key findings from Trees to Tap. Both reports can be downloaded from OFRI’s website at
OregonForests.org/TreesToTap.
We hope that you will find this Trees to Tap science review report useful. We’d like to offer a big thank
you to Anthony Davis, Jon Souder and the Trees to Tap science team for a job well done.
For the forest,
Mike Cloughesy, director of forestry
Oregon Forest Resources Institute
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